
Mars: God of War 

The most famous children of the Roman god Mars were 

the twins Romulus and Remus. Seeing them as a threat to 

his throne, their grandfather, King Amulius, left them to 

die in the woods. But they were saved by a wolf who 

came to suckle them, and then were found and raised by 

a shepherd. 

As adults, the twins went on to found the city of Rome. 

They disagreed about which hill to build the city on, so 

they asked the gods to settle the dispute and send them a 

sign. Remus saw 6 auspicious birds, but Romulus saw 12 

and claimed to have won divine approval. The twins 

fought, and Romulus murdered Remus, which is why the 

city is named Rome and not Reme. 

 

Composer Michael J. Glasgow coded some of the words 

from this myth into the notes of his piece. Can you 

decipher them?  

A flat B flat C D flat E flat F G flat 

 R S T U V W 

X Y Z A B C D 

E F G H I J K 

L M N O P Q  

Hint: Two of the answers are the names of Mars’ most famous children. 

 

Since the musical alphabet only has seven letters (one is repeated to create our eight-note scale), each note name 

could represent a few different letters of the alphabet. Across the top of the table are the note names. Under each 

note are the different letters that note might represent. See if you can figure out which words from the myth are 

hidden in the notes of the piece!

Note name: 

P
o

ss
ib

le
 le

tt
e

rs
: 


